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UPDATE / 15 DECEMBER 2011

The months of September to December have been SASLAW’s busiest months of the year. During this period, we won the rights to hold the ISLSSL World Congress in Cape Town in 2015, held our annual conference in Port Elizabeth, officially opened our pro bono offices in Johannesburg and Durban on a permanent basis, embarked upon a funding drive for the pro bono programme, made comments to the JSC on nominations for the vacancy in the Labour Court, and held numerous seminars / functions around the country. A further highlight is that a large number of our members served as acting judges during this period. 
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2011 annual conference and new national committee  

Our annual conference held in Port Elizabeth on 21 and 22 October was a great success – attracting more than 200 delegates (a record attendance). 

At the AGM, the following national committee was elected for 2011/12, with their portfolios being indicated in brackets : Anton Myburgh SC – national president (national president including Labour Court liaison); Tanya Venter – national vice president (corporate governance, finance and administration); Prof Marylyn Christianson (2015 ISLSSL World Congress); Shamima Gaibie (CCMA liaison); Hermann Nieuwoudt (legislation and public comments); Nick Robb (national conference and chapter seminars); and Richard Maddern (pro bono programme).          
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Pro bono programme

The advice offices in Johannesburg and Durban, which have been fully functional for the better part of the year, were officially opened by Mlambo JP at functions held on 27 September and 29 November, respectively. Legal Aid South Africa has joined the Johannesburg advice office as a partner, which gives us the capacity to now attend to assisting clients with the enforcement of arbitration awards. Advice offices have now also been established on a pilot project basis at the Labour Court in Cape Town and Port Elizabeth.          
SASLAW is most grateful to the following organisations and individuals who have responded to the request for interim funding for the pro bono programme nationally: Webber Wentzel; Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr Inc; Norton Rose; Werksmans; Bowman Gilfillan; Edward Nathan Sonnenbergs; Cheadle Thompson Haysom; Snymans Attorneys; MacRobert Attorneys; Wright Rose Innes; Glyn Marais Inc; Haffegee Savage Attorneys; Gildenhuys Lessing Malatji Inc; Anton Myburgh SC; Gael Barrable Attorneys; Gauteng Law Council; and KZN Law Society. To date, a total of R265 000 has been received. 
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ISLSSL World Congress 2015

At a meeting of the international committee of the International Society for Labour and Social Security Law (ISLSSL) held in Spain on 21 September, SASLAW won the bid to host the 2015 ISLSSL World Congress in Cape Town. Brazil was knocked out in the first round of voting, and South Africa then beat Canada (Toronto) by 24 votes to 16. We take the opportunity to thank Profs Marylyn Christianson and Darcy du Toit for presenting SASLAW’s bid in Spain, and Tokiso for assisting in the production of the bid brochure.

A local organising committee (LOC) has now been appointed comprising Van Niekerk J (chairman), Prof Marylyn Christianson, Prof Darcy du Toit and Gillian Lumb.              
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Labour Court  

On 23 September, SASLAW submitted comments to the JSC on the nominations to fill the vacancy in the Labour Court. Following interviews by the JSC, Adv Rabkin-Naicker and Adv Lallie were appointed to the bench. SASLAW extends its congratulations to both of them. 

During the period October to December, the following SASLAW members acted (or are due to act) as judges: Kate Savage (for the whole of the fourth term); Faan Coetzee and Brian Patterson (pro bono for a week during the October recess); and Lesane Sesele, Anastasia Vatalidis, Mohsina Chenia, Adv Greg Fourie, Joe Mothibi, St Elmo Wilken, Mohamed Seedat, Imraan Mohamed, Richard Maddern, Stephan Hardie, Reynaud Daniels, Sandile July and Adv Tim Bruinders SC (pro bono for a week during the December recess).  
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Recent seminars / functions: September - December

· 6 September, Johannesburg, Madelein Burger and Nick Robb: ‘The new Companies Act – its impact on employment / labour law’ (108 delegates).

· 7 September, Port Elizabeth, Dr Carl Mischke: ‘Writing on Walls (and why we shouldn’t)’ (22 delegates).

· 22 September, Durban, Anton Myburgh SC: ‘Reviewing the review test: recent judgments and developments on the review of CCMA arbitration awards in terms of section 145 of the LRA’ (52 delegates). 
· 27 September, Johannesburg Labour Court, cocktail party to mark the opening of the pro bono advice office on a permanent basis (107 delegates).

· 6 October, Cape Town, Prof Barney Jordaan: ‘What is wrong with our law of dismissal and how to fix it’ (35 delegates).

· 11 October, Johannesburg, Reynaud Daniels and Stephen Hardie: ‘The new CCMA guidelines on how commissioners are to conduct misconduct arbitrations’ (128 delegates).

· 8 November, Johannesburg, Chris Todd: ‘The interplay between lawful and fair dismissals’ (113 delegates). 

· 10 November, Durban,  Lynette Naidoo, Verlie Oosthuizen, Irvin Lawrence, Boitumelo Bogatsu, Dr Hilda Grobler: Case law updates and new CCMA guidelines for misconduct arbitrations (55 delegates). 

· 21 November, Port Elizabeth, Gush J: ‘CCMA compensation awards (too high or too low)’ (29 delegates). 

· 29 November, Durban Labour Court, cocktail party to mark the opening of the pro bono advice office on a permanent basis (55 delegates). 

· 6 December, Johannesburg, Adv Hans van der Riet SC and Faan Coetzee: ‘Second generation outsourcing in the light of the Constitutional Court’s judgment in AUSA v SAA’ (92 delegates). 
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Membership 

National membership currently stands at 1076.
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Compiled by SASLAW’s national committee

SASLAW wishes all its members and partners a very happy holiday. Thank you for your support of the Society during 2011. We look forward to a successful and rewarding 2012.
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