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UPDATE / 3 AUGUST 2011
During the period 1 June 2011 to date, SASLAW launched a satellite of its Eastern Cape chapter (based in Port Elizabeth) in East London, completed its pro bono pilot project at the Labour Court in Johannesburg and commenced operating the advice office on a permanent basis, met with Mlambo JP and Waglay DJP, met with the director of the CCMA (Nerine Kahn), submitted comments on the Superior Courts Bill to NEDLAC, submitted nominations for appointments to the Judicial Conduct Tribunal, and held seven seminars around the country attracting a total of 390 delegates.
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The East London launch
At a function held in East London on 2 August 2011, SASLAW launched a satellite of its Eastern Cape chapter (based in Port Elizabeth) in East London.  At the launch, which was attended by 37 delegates, Pierre Naude was elected to head up the satellite in East London.  He and his committee will slot into the Eastern Cape chapter committee.
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Pro bono programme

The advice office in Johannesburg commenced operating on a permanent basis on 1 August 2011. This followed the completion of a six-month pilot project, during the course of which 1013 clients were attended to, with 94 attorneys from 46 different firms having participated in staffing the advice office. A report on the pilot project, which is available on SASLAW’s website, was submitted to Mlambo JP on 29 July 2011. A cocktail party to mark the official opening of the advice office on a permanent basis will be held on 27 September 2011 at the Labour Court. 

In Durban, 17 firms are presently participating in the pro bono programme, with SASLAW having been allocated a pro bono office at the new premises of the Labour Court. In Cape Town, 18 attorneys have agreed to participate in the pro bono programme, which is due to commence during August. In Port Elizabeth, an informal pilot project has been run since mid-May, which is in the process of being refined.
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Meeting with Mlambo JP and Waglay DJP

On 20 July 2011, SASLAW met with Mlambo JP and Waglay DJP in the run up to the commencement of the third term. The issues discussed included, the pro bono project, the progress made by the court in addressing the backlog, and acting appointments. During the course of the meeting, Mlambo JP expressed a desire that SASLAW should continue with its efforts to roll-out its pro bono programme on a nationwide basis.
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Meeting with the director of the CCMA

On 15 July 2011, SASLAW met with the director of the CCMA, Nerine Kahn. The issues discussed included, channels of communication between SASLAW and the CCMA, the training of commissioners, and commissioners possibly taking up membership of SASLAW and attending the annual conference.
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Acting judges

The three acting judges for the third term are Bradley Conradie (Bradley Conradie Attorneys, Cape Town), Graham Moshoana (Mohlaba & Moshoana Inc, Johannesburg) and Shanta Reddy (Shanta Reddy Attorneys, Durban). Conradie AJ and Moshoana AJ have previously served as acting judges. Conradie AJ and Reddy AJ are members of SASLAW’s national committee. 

During the second term recess, the following practitioners acted pro bono as judges in Johannesburg for a week in order to assist in attending to the backlog in unopposed motions: Baloyi AJ; Cook AJ; Fourie AJ; Masher AJ; Moletsane AJ; Mosam AJ; Ngako AJ; Nkutha AJ; Orr AJ; and Sello AJ. The majority of them are members of SASLAW. 
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Superior Courts Bill

The Superior Courts Bill and the Constitution 17th Amendment Bill have been tabled in parliament, with public hearings scheduled for 2 and 3 August, and 30 August and 1 September 2011. In terms of the Bills, the Labour Court and LAC will not be integrated into the High Court and will thus retain their independence as specialist courts; there will be no appeal from the LAC to the SCA (this in keeping with the model of non-integration); and judges of the Labour Court will be afforded security of tenure. On 25 July 2011, SASLAW submitted comments to NEDLAC supporting the Bills.
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Judicial Conduct Tribunal

On 28 July 2011, SASLAW nominated John Myburgh SC, Nazeer Cassim SC and Karel Tip SC to sit on the Judicial Conduct Tribunal, which is the tribunal tasked with investigating complaints of impeachable conduct against judges. SASLAW is grateful to these three senior practitioners for having accepted our nomination.
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Eastern Cape chapter AGM 

At the AGM of the Eastern Cape chapter held on 23 June 2011, the following committee was elected: Marion Fouche (president); Francois le Roux (vice-president); Theo Potgieter; Mike Hemsely; Jonathan Gruss; Carli Bothma and Marius van Zyl.
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Specialist research committee

Plans are in the process of being formulated for the commencement of a research project on the enforcement of arbitration awards.
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Recent seminars

· 14 June, Cape Town, Randall van Voore: Case law roundup (28 delegates).
· 21 June, Johannesburg, Anton Myburgh SC: ‘Reviewing the review test: recent judgments and developments on the review of CCMA arbitration awards in terms of section 145 of the LRA’ (128 delegates).
· 23 June, Durban, Prof Peter le Roux: Team misconduct (40 delegates).
· 23 June, Port Elizabeth, Craig Bosch: ‘Court(ing) disaster? Or steps in the right direction?’ (34 delegates).
· 26 July, Johannesburg, Paul Kennedy SC: ‘Mind the Gap – limits to worker protection under competition and labour law’ (98 delegates).
· 28 July, Durban, Michael Maeso, Alex Rocher and Shanta Reddy: Round table discussion and debate on strike interdicts and compensation claims (25 delegates).
· 2 August, East London, Anton Myburgh SC: ‘Reviewing the review test: recent judgments and developments on the review of CCMA arbitration awards in terms of section 145 of the LRA’ (37 delegates). 
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Upcoming seminars and events
· 12 August, Cape Town, Andre Oosthuizen: ‘Dealing with collective misconduct: concepts and misconceptions.’

· 19 August, Durban, Women’s Day Breakfast, Sarah Christie.

· 6 September, Johannesburg, Madelein Burger and Nick Robb: ‘The new Companies Act – its impact on employment / labour law.’ 

· 22 September, Durban, Anton Myburgh SC: ‘Reviewing the review test: recent judgments and developments on the review of CCMA arbitration awards in terms of section 145 of the LRA.’

· 27 September, Johannesburg Labour Court, cocktail party to mark the opening of the pro bono advice office on a permanent basis.
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Membership 

Membership currently stands at 990. There are a number of outstanding membership fees due.  Please contact your administrator to confirm that your membership is up to date. 
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SASLAW’s 14th annual conference

SASLAW’s annual conference will be held at the Radisson Blu Hotel in Port Elizabeth on 14 and 15 October 2011.
A function room will be set up to enable delegates to watch the quarter-final of the Rugby World Cup immediately upon the conclusion of the conference at 11h00 on the Saturday. The advertisement (including the programme and registration form) has been emailed to all members, and is posted on SASLAW’s website. Space is limited, so please book as soon as possible.
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Compiled by SASLAW’s national committee

SASLAW is grateful to the following organisations for their support.
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